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THERE is a chill in the air, leaves 
are falling and pumpkins have 

been picked. Fall is here, bringing 
heating costs with it to northwest 
Montana.

If you or someone you know may 
have difficulty paying your heating 
bills, there is assistance available. 
The Community Action Partnership 
of Northwest Montana (CAPNM) has 
programs to help.

CAPNM has provided the follow-
ing information on the programs it 
administers. For applications or more 
information on any programs, please 
contact CAPNM as shown in the 
‘Contact’ box.

LIHEAP
The Low-Income Home Energy 

Assistance Program (LIHEAP) helps 
pay a portion of the participants’ 

primary heating costs during the heat-
ing season months of October through 
April. Eligibility is based primarily on 
income and resources. Benefits are 
usually paid directly to a participant’s 
primary heating vendor and often 
qualifies the applicant for additional 
discounts offered by participating 
vendors.

Applications must be filled out 
completely and returned to CAPNM 
with all required documents between 
October 1 and April 30. Applicants 
must meet the income requirements 
and provide verification of their 
household income.

Emergency repair/replacement
If you own your home and the 

primary heating system is not working 
or poses a health and/or safety threat, 
CAPNM may be able to help. You’ll 

need to be approved for the current 
LIHEAP heating season. If you rent, 
your landlord is responsible for your 
heating system.

Weatherization assistance
LIHEAP-approved households are 

prioritized based upon homes with 
high heating costs and if household 
members are elderly, disabled, or 
contain children under age 18. Prior-
ity lists are updated twice a year; 
however, a household must continue 
to be approved for LIHEAP each heat-
ing season to remain on the list.

Upon reaching the top, the Weath-
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LOW-INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
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$2,344
$3,066
$3,787
$4,509
$5,230
$5,951

LIHEAP INCOME AND 
RESOURCE LIMITS

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS

INCOME 
LIMIT

CAPNM CONTACT INFO

Flathead County Lincoln County
406-758-5433 406-293-2712
800-344-5979

$12,645
$18,975
$20,241
$21,507
$22,773
$24,039

RESOURCE 
LIMIT*

CAPNM OFFERS A VARIETY OF 
OPTIONS, APPLY NOW FOR HELP

CAPNM offers a weatherization assistance program and do-it-yourself conservation materials.

www.capnm.net
liheap@capnwmt.org

Online

*Excludes home, vehicles & some 
retirement accounts
NOTE: Income and resource limits for 
larger households are available on 
CAPNM’s website
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erization Department contacts the household to set up an 
appointment to conduct an energy audit. An energy audi-
tor will evaluate your home’s energy efficiency and make 
recommendations of the potential measures that could be 
done to provide the biggest energy savings.

Based upon those recommendations, a combination 
of weatherization measures, such as wall, attic and floor 
insulation may be installed and doors and windows may be 
repaired.

DIY Conservation Materials
LIHEAP-approved households may receive materials 

(plastic window kits, energy-efficient light bulbs, low-flow 
showerhead, etc.) they can install in their home to make 
it more comfortable and energy efficient. To receive DIY 
supplies, the household must be approved for the current 
LIHEAP heating season and request the items from 
CAPNM.

Energy Share of Montana
Energy Share helps Montana residents faced with an 

energy crisis meet their need and move toward self-reli-
ance. Eligibility for Energy Share is not determined solely 
on income, but also on extenuating circumstances a 
household is facing. Energy Share is primarily funded by 
state-mandated Universal System Benefits Program (USBP) 
charges, donations from private individuals and corpora-
tions and repayments by previous recipients. Applications 
are available year-round.

Lincoln Electric members who have applied for CAPNM 
programs, but still need assistance, should contact Lincoln 
Electric at 406-889-3301. We have an internal energy assis-
tance program funded by Operation Round-Up that may be 
able to provide additional help.  
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LINCOLN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

CONTACT
1-406-889-3301
info@lincolnelectric.coop
www.lincolnelectric.coop
Secure Payments: 1-833-890-6258

ALWAYS REPORT OUTAGES TO:
1-406-889-3301

OFFICE
312 Osloski Road
PO BOX 628
Eureka, Montana 59917

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Lincoln Electric's Board of Trustees holds regular 
monthly meetings at the boardroom in the cooperative 
office. These are typically scheduled on the third Monday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Members are encouraged to 
attend. If you have any items of interest, please contact 
the general manager prior to the meeting.

HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Send your ideas to:

memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Monday, November 21, 2022

Lincoln Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

kWh SALES

REVENUE

COST OF POWER

OPERATING EXPENSE

MARGINS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF METERS

MILES OF LINE

TOTAL UTILITY PLANT

MEMBER EQUITY

AUGUST AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)

AUGUST AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

YEAR TO DATE
AUGUST 2022

YEAR TO DATE
AUGUST 2021

85,310,943

$8,418,291

$3,942,134

$2,811,618

$560,116

5,053

6,474

1,000

$37,770,172

$12,574,762

883

$117.93

77,590,197

$7,890,716

$3,545,406

$2,526,373

$866,052

4,906

6,299

984

$35,455,490

$11,414,339

801

$105.96

The regular meeting of the board of trustees was 
conducted on September 19, 2022. A quorum of trustees 
was present and the board took the following action:

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

• Authorized five trustees to attend the November PNGC Road-
show in Victor, Montana.

• Assigned Marianne Roose as the primary representative 
on the MECA Board of Directors and Rick Peterson as the 
alternate.

• Assigned Rick Peterson as the MECA Voting Delegate and 
Sandra Mason as the alternate.

• Authorized the Executive Committee to work on developing a 
manager contract.

• Approved joining the Center for Energy Workforce Develop-
ment for the remainder of 2022.

• Approved a donation of $400 to Log Jam.
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WE all have our favorite season. Some people love 
crisp, cool weather and bundling up under a favor-

ite blanket, while others prefer the warm temperatures 
summer brings and all the fun outdoor activities that go 
with it. 

But there’s one thing we can all agree on: high winter 
bills are never fun. Lincoln Electric Cooperative is here to 
help you find ways to manage your home energy use and 
keep winter bills in check. 

Here are five tips to help increase your home’s energy 
efficiency this winter:

Mind the thermostat 
This is one of the easiest ways to manage your home 

energy use. We recommend setting your thermostat to 68 
degrees (or lower) when you’re home. When you’re sleep-
ing or away for an extended period of time, try setting it 
between 58 and 62 degrees; there’s no need to heat your 
home when you’re away or sleeping and less active. 

Button up your home
The Department of Energy estimates that air leaks 

account for 24 to 40 percent of the energy used for heat-
ing and cooling a home. Caulking and weather stripping 
around windows and doors is another simple, cost-effective 
way to increase comfort and save energy. If you can feel 
drafts while standing near a window or door, it likely needs 
to be sealed. 

Use window coverings wisely 
Open blinds, drapes or other window coverings during 

the day to allow natural sunlight in to warm your home. 
Close them at night to keep the cold, drafty air out. If you 
feel cold air around windows, consider hanging curtains 
or drapes in a thicker material; heavier window coverings 
can make a significant difference in blocking cold 
outdoor air. 

Consider your appliance use
When combined, appliances and 

electronics account for a signifi-
cant chunk of our home energy 
use, so assess how effi-
ciently you’re using them. 
For example, if you’re 
running the dish-
washer or clothes 
washer, only wash 
full loads. Look 
for electronic 
devices that 
consume 

energy even when they’re not in use, such as phone char-
gers or game consoles. Every little bit helps, so unplug 
them to save energy.

Think outside the box 
If you’re still feeling chilly at home, think of other ways 

to warm up — beyond dialing up the thermostat. Add layers 
of clothing, wear thick socks and bundle up under blan-
kets. You can even add layers to your home! If you have 
hard-surface flooring, consider purchasing an area rug to 
block cold air that leaks in through the floor.

If you’re taking steps to save energy but continue to see 
major increases in your bills, give us a call at 406-889-

3301. Lincoln Electric’s energy experts can help 
identify areas and other factors impacting your 

home energy use and recommend next steps 
for savings.

Winter months often bring some of the 
highest energy bills of the year. By being 
proactive about saving energy, you can 
increase the comfort of your home and 

reduce monthly bills. 
Visit energy.gov/energysaver for addi-

tional energy-saving tips.

ways to fight the chill and save energy5

When running larger appliances such as the washing machine or 
dishwasher, only wash full loads to maximize efficiency. | PHOTO BY 
NATHAN DUMLAO, UNSPLASH

During winter months, set your 
thermostat to 68 degrees when you are 
home. | PHOTO BY MARK GILLILAND, 
PIONEER UTILITY RESOURCES
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AIRLINE COMPANY BOARDING PASS

NAME  :  LEC STUDENT SEAT
FLIGHT :
95678A

GATE :
O2

SEAT :
22 D

TIME :
06 : 30

N
o : 12

3
4

5678
9000000000000 No : 123456789000000000000

22 D 22 D

BOARDING PASS

FLIGHT :
95678A

GATE :
O2

SEAT :
22 D

TIME :
06 : 30

SEAT :    

FROM :
USA

TO :
DCA

FROM :
USA

TO :
DCA

The trip includes flights, charter buses, hotel accommodations, tours, food (including 
most snacks), and T-shirts each day while in D.C.

ENTER TO WIN A FREE* TRIP 
TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 

*LEC’s Youth Tour to Washington, D.C., trip begins and ends in Great Falls, Montana. The winning student 
and/or their parent/guardian is responsible for their transportation to and from Great Falls. 

Applications must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, November 29, 2022.

If you are a high school sophomore or junior AND your parent or legal 
guardian is a member of Lincoln Electric, you can enter to win an ALL 

EXPENSES PAID* weeklong trip to our nation’s capital on June 16-23, 2023.

APPLICATIONS CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.LINCOLNELECTRIC.COOP

Y O U T H  T O U R  2 0 2 3
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H O N O R I N G  A L L  W H O  S E R V E D

VETERAN’S DAY

Lincoln Electric office will be closed 
Thursday Nov. 10

HAPPY

Thanksgiving
Lincoln Electric office will be closed 

Thursday, November 24.


